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A new world order....on the brink of destruction  Peace may finally be at hand in the Middle East --

as Jack Ryan lays the groundwork for a plan that could end centuries of conflict. But ruthless

terrorists have a final, desperate card to play; with one terrible act, distrust mounts, forces collide,

and the floundering U.S. president seems unable to cope with the crisis.  With the world on the

verge of nuclear disaster, Ryan must frantically seek a solution -- before the chiefs of state lose

control of themselves and the world.
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Yes, I know, there is a movie called "The Sum of All Fears," but whatever it was based on, it wasn't

this book. Now they even have two characters from the movie on the cover of the book, but that's

misleading, because those characters don't exist in the book. One is a young rookie CIA operative

named Jack Ryan; the other is his mentor, Morgan Freeman - well, he has another name in the

movie, but it's the same character Freeman always plays, the all-wise, all-knowing elder statesman

with no character flaws and never a lapse in judgment.The book's main character is also named

Jack Ryan, but he is a veteran analyst who has worked his way up to number two in the CIA. The

top guy, who happens to have the same name as the Morgan Freeman character in the movie, is a

stuffed shirt who is content to bask in the perks of his position and let Ryan run the agency, and is

little more than a bit player in the book. The centerpiece of both book and movie is the bad guys

setting off a nuke at the Super Bowl. But the events leading up to and following the nuclear

detonation are what make the book the riveting thriller that it is, and none of that found its way into



the movie.In the book, Ryan has managed to get on the bad side of the president's

girlfriend/National Security Advisor. That doesn't really figure significantly in the action until after the

bomb, but along the way, in a comic-relief scene I find myself pulling the book off the shelf and

rereading repeatedly over the years, we get to see the mysterious and sinister Mr. Clark morph into

a marriage counselor and save the Ryans' marriage. I'd love to see a movie depiction of Clark and

Chavez escorting Cathy Ryan through a bad neighborhood to a restaurant ("We can't go out, the

neighborhood isn't..." "Um, safe, ma'am?
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